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Romans 12:9-13 (KJV) Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that
which is good. Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one
another; Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; Rejoicing in hope; patient in
tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality.
Serving Christ daily provides recurring reminders that in me dwelleth no good thing, that is, in my flesh. But within the boundaries of
this perpetual reality, Christ is increased, and I decrease. Much more then, the grace of God is made all the more valuable. Life
provides buffetings, but in so doing grace is made exercisable, and I am encouraged unto humility.
Daily service to Christ, along with its strains and sweatings, is sweeter still than any labor available to sinful man. We all must labor,
but why labor for that meat that perisheth? Temptations arise that might cause one to become weary in well-doing, but we possess
constant renewal when considering the worth of our great Savior. Furthermore, he rewards faithfulness with eternal fruit given to his
servants. We are further renewed when considering that others may reap rewards through our labors. What blessed consolations the
Lord provides for his laborers. Who am I to enter the service of the true and living God anyway? A man once chief among sinners
happily leading men into the ditch alongside me. Now set free by the blood of the Lamb and dedicated to leading men to the hope of
glory.
Christ is that person we each desire to keep alone to ourselves, but we can not help but boast of him to others. Thereby we continually
give away our greatest possession, and yet somehow, we are eternally enriched by our glorying in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Therefore I exhort you who read these words, use this pilgrimage in this earthen vessel to proclaim the name of Christ. Do not allow
your spiritual desires to be quenched by the apostate complacency of this age. Hold fast your profession of faith, and cause others to
profess also.
Labors of this sort are goodly and pleasant, but all the more when joined by family. Kristin and I have been in Uganda for nine
months, though somehow it seems so much longer. Not due to some dreary passing of time, but rather we struggle to remember the
former lives we lived. And yet, those memories were renewed when family came to visit. Kristin’s mother and step-father, two people
we consider to be amongst our closest friends, came to Uganda for two weeks. This provides for us a wonderful measure of
consolation, this temporary overlap of our respective worlds. They could join in with us as we labor to cause others to profess faith in
Jesus Christ. We enjoyed their presence here with us as we engaged in October’s busy madness.
The month began with a session of the Tri-Annual Bible Institute. Missionary Keith Stensaas and I taught through the book of
Revelation in four and one-half days. Fifty-eight men were in attendance, one of whom made a profession of faith in Jesus Christ. The
spirit among them was terrific; they appeared to be provoked to study further. The men took notes and asked many good questions.
This was an intensive week of study, but the men left encouraged in the Lord.
As the TBI came to a close, Kristin and I used the second week of October to prepare for
many expected guests. We labored full-time in March and April to make our home as
functional as possible, but we have not accomplished much since; our focus is on
language studies and ministry. The guest bathroom in our house needed a complete
overhaul quickly. Also, on the back of our property, we have three individual rooms with
a bathroom. One of those rooms was prepared for Gross; he lives on our property and
helps us with security and caring for the property. One of the other two rooms is a
makeshift gym, but it still needed much work. The last room was wholly unprepared. All
of this required completion before our guests arrived. In one week, these rooms, along
with our guest bathroom, were torn apart and remodeled to be mostly functional.
By the third week of October, Kristin, Bethany, and I were on our way to Kampala to be in place when guests began arriving. Traveling
into Uganda these days is needlessly complicated. Brother Keith and I went to the Entebbe airport Sunday night to pick up Jan Milton,
the man organizing a medical clinic for the organization Operation Renewed Hope. One week later, brother Keith would return to the
airport to pick up more than thirty people. That Sunday night, we learned what the current process was at that time at the airport. That
night, anyone entering who was vaccinated passed through the airport without hindrance (a reality that has changed multiple times).
Anyone unvaccinated was taken to a bus and driven to a nearby hotel. At the hotel, they are tested for Covid-19 and wait there for the
results.
The next night, Monday the 18th, I returned to the airport to pick up Lew and Sheila
(Kristin’s mother and step-father). They arrived around midnight and were taken to the bus
for testing at the hotel. They were informed they would have to wait for two to four hours.
Praise the Lord; after just over one hour, the results returned, and they were released Covid
free. We then made the one-hour drive back to Kampala for a short night’s rest. The
following day we ran necessary errands then made our way back to Masaka. We made it
home that evening, where our plumber met us upon arrival. He was there to install a water
heater that was supposed to be installed the week prior. While we showed Lew and Sheila
around our home, unloaded the car, and made preparations for dinner, the water heater was
installed. With those tasks complete, we prepared to sit down for dinner, only to be
interrupted by a small explosion and a fireball that came from the bathroom. Instead of
eating dinner, we were cleaning up a small flood that was rushing through our home. A
faulty electrical device on the water heater charged the water causing a small fireball that
blew the pipes off the tank. I turned to our family, smiled, and said, “This is Africa.”
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Lew and Sheila handled it very well, and they were very helpful in cleaning up the mess.
We immensely enjoyed our time with them, even in difficult situations. After one week
together, we received more guests. Brother Keith has worked with Operation Renewed
Hope for several years now. They assemble medical teams that include Doctors, Dentists,
Optometrists, nurses, etc. They go to various places worldwide and work with local
missionaries to meet people’s medical needs for free. Their ultimate goal is to use their
incredible skills and training to gather people and preach the gospel to them. They brought
in a team of just over thirty people, several of whom stayed in the quarters on the back of
our property.
I was able to work with brother Keith and several men from Masaka Independent Baptist Church to prepare the site for the medical
team. This meant loading up brother Keith’s VMAM truck and hauling all the materials to the village of Bukakata. Once there, a field
was cleared next to the church, and tents were set up for the medical teams’ use. This group saw more than five hundred patients, of
whom one hundred and sixty-nine made professions of faith in Jesus Christ. Praise the Lord! The church there in Bukakata will spend
the next several days following up with those precious souls. Please pray for them as they perform this necessary follow-up.
As the month came to an end, we made our way back to Kampala.
Lew and Sheila would make final preparations to fly back to the
United States. Throughout their two weeks with us, Sheila was a
tremendous encouragement. As mother and daughter, Kristin and
Sheila are very close. She never ceased to help Kristin around our
home; she is a joy to have around. I was blessed to have Lew
assist me in our weekly street preaching ministry. There is
something special about serving the Lord together with family.
Goodbye was tough; pray for Sheila as she plans to try and return
to Uganda after our second child is born in April.
With all the traveling to and fro, Gross has been a tremendous help at home. He takes good care of
things while we are gone; he has shown himself to be most trustworthy. Gross has turned into a
preaching machine. The Lord helped me establish a new ministry at Masaka Independent Baptist
Church in which the men of the church are preaching through the entire Bible. The idea came from
my home church’s (The Bible Baptist Church of Deland Florida) Sunday School class. We use A.P.
Gibbs’s book “Through The Bible” for an outline that helps a church preach through the Bible every
five years. Gross has become deeply involved in this ministry, preaching every week in Luganda and
English. The recorded audio of these sermons will be broadcast on Uganda Baptist Radio when they
are prepared. Gross also faithfully attends our street preaching ministry. While there, he preaches
non-stop for an hour and often more than an hour. In a two-hour period, hundreds of passersby hear
the gospel in their native tongue. Pray for him as he grows in the admonition of the Lord.
We end this exciting month with some not-so-exciting news. It seems our delayed move to Uganda
negatively strained our vehicle. We were blessed with an opportunity to purchase our current vehicle
in preparation for our move to Uganda. The delay forced by worldwide lockdowns caused the
vehicle to sit for an extended period, which harmed our diesel engine. I first noticed the engine was
weak and struggled to climb Uganda’s hills when driving. Our mechanic discovered a secondary
internal fuel pump had failed and needed to be replaced. It cost a hefty sum, but when the work was
complete, the vehicle ran much better. But I still noticed the engine was weak; after our mechanic
examined it again, he found the engine was losing compression; the fix is to rebuild the engine. This
will cost an even heftier sum. Either way, the situation needs to be addressed, so I am considering
replacing the vehicle. Neither solution will be cheap nor easy; please pray the Lord will give me the
wisdom I need to resolve this trouble without further unnecessary costs.
As 2021 inches towards its end, we have no signs of slowing down here in Uganda. In November, we will begin making plans and
purchasing the tools necessary to start Bible translation. We intend to do all we can to present the Luganda-speaking people with an
accurate copy of the word of God. This is the most necessary labor, and we are excited to engage therein. Please pray for us as we
prepare to complete this task.
Kristin and Bethany are doing very well. Bethany is now taking her first steps, an unbelievable sight to behold. She began taking her
first steps while her grandparents were here, which was a tremendous blessing to share such a memory. Kristin is doing very well with
her pregnancy. She is beginning to feel movement as our second child grows and develops. This pregnancy has been smooth thus far;
please pray for her as we press toward our April due date.

Thank you so much for your prayer and support,
Thomas, Kristin & Bethany Irvin
Ambassadors for Christ | Uganda, Africa
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