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I do want to add a clarifying thought here; we are not being persecuted.
This is not an intentional attack on the church. As Christians, we seem
to have a propensity for conflating difficulty with persecution. Though
the lockdown of our churches is grievous, I try to remember this is a
temporary measure. The Ugandan government is simply trying to
mitigate the pandemic. This has made ministry here complicated but
not impossible. We are genuinely heartbroken to see churches closed;
we are praying the Lord will intervene and turn the heart of the king.  

John 16:33 (KJV) These things I have spoken unto you, that
in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have

tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.
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Beloved in the Lord; grace, mercy, and peace be unto you. I am oft renewed when considering the sweet reality,
Christ has spoken. The Lord has spoken to me and you sweet words of consolation. He spoke so that in him we
might have peace. In the world, we have tribulation; we will not cease to be somehow encompassed by troubles. I
am hardly qualified to speak from the perspective of those persecuted for the gospel’s sake. I know trouble, I know
difficulty, I cannot honestly admit that I know persecution. We are joint-heirs with Christ; should we only expect his
good things as an inheritance?

Troubles of various sorts may well be used of the Lord to purge his church of chaff or
dross. It seems the trial, even the fiery trial, will determine our stance as chaff or wheat,
dross or gold. It is not wise to presume ourselves on one side and others across lines we
have personally drawn. There comes a sudden faultiness of the knees when we think we
stand, when we think higher of ourselves than we ought. Thus we receive help from the
humbling trials that walk to and fro throughout our lives. The era of Covid-19 gave rise
to the idea of naming that which is essential. I submit that humility is essential, and
Covid has become a tool to work this attribute into our person.

July 30th, the president of Uganda addressed the nation regarding the Covid lockdown.
He announced a partial end to the severe lockdown was the best option for moving
forward. We can now move across districts after not being allowed to do so for more
than fifty days. We can drive our vehicles again with a limited number of passengers.
Many of the changes served to ease the severity of the lockdown. We expected similar
measures to be announced concerning the closure of churches. We were wrong. We
fully anticipated the president to allow churches to reopen in a restrictive manner;
instead, he announced all religious organizations would remain closed for another sixty
days. Then government officials will reevaluate the situation. 
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Through the course of this lockdown, numerous souls have been saved
(through face-to-face personal work), those saved are being discipled,
those saved are being baptized, and men from the church in Masaka are
deep into the work of a possible church plant. These men have been
walking two hours every Sunday to a small village to witness to the lost
and disciple the believers. A group of hungry souls is collecting; please
pray as they continue in this work. Considering the years of labor brother
Keith Stensaas has put into these men, you can imagine the joy that
comes from seeing such initiative. During the lockdown, many continue
to plow, many continue to sow the seed, many continue to water, and the
Lord has seen fit to give the increase. 
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