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Philippians 2:1 (KJV) If there be therefore any consolation
in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the
Spirit, if any bowels and mercies,
Grace, mercy, and peace be multiplied unto you! As you receive this letter, I pray your countenance is lighted by sweet fellowship
with the Son of God and his sufferings. Should we expect, as strangers and pilgrims here, to have an easier time passing through this
world than Christ? The same Christ who through sufferings was made perfect (Hebrews 2:10). Consider him who endured such
contradiction of sinners against himself (Hebrews 12:3). Could the Lord take us by and by straight to heaven, free from suffering? He
could, but such a route does not fit his strange design. If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any
fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies; what purpose would such sweet truth serve without afflictions? Until the coming
of our Lord Jesus,
When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply
The flame shall not hurt you, I only design
Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine
Writing of our service for the Lord, I loathe bad news. And yet, we must represent our lives accurately.
We love being here on the Lord’s behalf; it is often cause for spontaneous rejoicing. But it has not been
without difficulties. May began with an incident beyond surrealistic thought. One night I awoke to my
wife searching our bed with a flashlight; she felt as though bugs were biting her back. Once satisfied
nothing was creeping through our sheets, we went back to sleep. By morning, the bites turned to painful
boils.
Days passed, and the pain intensified. Bethany had a similar phenomenon on her elbow. This was
unsettling, knowing Kristin’s pain; Bethany must have the same sensation. Around the third day,
Kristin examined them intently, only to find that within was a maggot (no, this is not a line from a sci-fi
movie). After checking the others, they all contained this same wretched creature. The process was
torturous, forcing each boil open to remove the insects. She pushed through the pain, and we were able
to clear them. With Bethany, we could not subject her to such torture until we learned more about what
was happening.
Searching online, we found this creature has many names but is commonly known as the Mango Fly. They are primarily active in
South and East Africa (though spreading worldwide) during the rainy season. Mammals are their typical hosts; though humans are
rare. They embed their larva in human skin through laundry hung to dry outdoors. Once there, they can survive for two weeks while
seeking a host. Then they enter the skin and feed off flesh, creating painful boils. We learned that petroleum jelly over the surface of
the boil causes them to suffocate. They surface for oxygen and then remove painlessly. What an answer to prayer concerning
Bethany’s elbow. The next morning, we purchased vaseline at a local pharmacy and rubbed it on Bethany’s elbow. Almost
immediately the intruder came to the surface. Kristin extracted it quickly; Bethany felt little pain.
To eliminate this problem heat is needed. In Uganda, a dryer is a luxury, they are difficult to find and they are expensive. I searched
and found a reasonably priced dryer for sale. Our clothes are still dried on the line outside but then thrown in the dryer for a few
minutes to kill potential flesh-eating creatures. This event notes the oft Christian prayer that God will not send them as missionaries to
Africa.
Unfortunately, the bad news does not end there. Not long after arriving in Uganda, I purchased
a Honda motorcycle. In Uganda motorcycles are invaluable. Traffic here can be horrendous.
Running to town can take minutes on a motorcycle or hours in a vehicle. I became accustomed
to darting around town until trouble struck again. Yesterday (27 May 2021), I drove home
from church after completing some needful work. Currently, the major thoroughfares through
Masaka are under heavy construction. The powers that be gave no thought to doing things
decently and in order. A few of the roads blocked to traffic divide Masaka one side from the
other. So getting around requires creativity, and the path may be available or not daily. Also,
Ugandans are not known for thoughtful driving.
Not far from our house, I came off a back road crossing an awkward intersection. I waited for the road to clear, but the flow of traffic
was steady. An opening presented itself, and I had to move quickly. So I hit the gas and crossed; as I neared the other side, a
motorcycle blew through the intersection to my left. Not only so, a motorcycle suddenly crossed on my right as well, coming off a
makeshift path lately created to bypass roadblocks. In Uganda, motorcycles are often taxis, and these drivers do not look to see if the
road is clear. The street was dirt and gravel, rendering it impossible for sudden stops. So I gave it more gas and passed between the
two motorcycles, but as I cleared them, another motorcycle pulled out directly in front of me. This man froze when he saw a muzungu
(white man) speeding toward him. He didn’t know what to do, so he stopped in the middle of the road. I tried to miss him, but my tires
began sliding. Eventually, the bike laid down, throwing me to the left and slamming into the other motorcycle.
From the slide, my left hand, forearm, and back have minor road rash. There is a knot on my head and my ribs are at least bruised. I
was able to roll using a martial arts technique I didn’t realize I still had in me. The men at the scene began yelling, “come and watch a
muzungu die.” They were sure I was not going to live. Imagine their amazement when I stood to my feet and began walking. This
situation could have been much worse, we thank God for his protection! I am recovering quickly and my motorcycle will need minor
repairs.
Phone: 901.428.8460
Podcast: www,plenteousredemption.media
www.plenteousredemption.com | plenteoustredemption@gmail.com

Sending Church: THE BIBLE Baptist Church | 872 Glenwood Road, Deland, Fl 32720
Mission Board: Baptist International Missions, Inc. | PO Box 9, Harrisson, TN 37341 | 423.344,5050

THE IRVIN FAMILY
AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST: UGANDA, AFRICA

May 2021

Now, with this behind us, I have wonderful news to tell. Last month I asked for
prayer concerning an upcoming Tri-Annual Bible Institute. It took place in
May, and the Lord blessed in miraculous fashion! First, I am grateful to brother
Keith for allowing me such an opportunity. He has been doing this for years
and had no obligation to involve me. The subjects taught were witnessing and
discipleship. Brother Keith gave me ample time and leeway to teach these men
what I learned from my home church, Bible Baptist Church of Deland. The
men responded to the instruction with great enthusiasm. The word of God
seemed to light a spiritual fire in their hearts. I have often thought that public
ministry (street preaching, sign-holding, tract distribution, etc.) is one of the
most empowering Christian tools. These men recognized this and were excited
to take it to their ministries for implementation. While clearly defining the
gospel, and teaching the intricacies of giving the gospel, two men realized they
had never been saved. Back in the dorms that night, they revealed this fact, and
the men there led them to saving faith in Jesus Christ.
Furthermore, a passerby, searching for his local Member of Parlament, saw her vehicle in the church driveway. He entered the church
to see if she was there, only to find it was her husband. When the man realized we were teaching the Bible, he sat down and listened.
Afterward, a few of the men approached him about the status of his soul, which ended with them leading him to the Lord Jesus Christ.
After the TBI, the men from Masaka Independent Baptist Church were zealous to get out and begin witnessing. The first Sunday, five
souls made professions of faith in Jesus Christ. The Sunday following, two more. The spirit around the church has been wonderful.
Subsequently, we spoke with Pastor Paul Sserunjogi, the pastor of Masaka Independent Baptist Church, about establishing public
ministry as a church ministry. The announcement was made, it would begin Friday, June 11th. Please pray as we prepare for this
ministry. There is a large market in Masaka; on Friday’s hundreds of people pass through this market. It is situated next to a roundabout where numerous vehicles, motorcycles, and buses pass. We will go each Friday evening from 5 pm to 7 pm and publicly stand
for the Lord.
Other news to pray about, my office at the church is nearly operational. Once again, one of the many blessings from working with the
Stensaas family. I have an office to work out of; one of the rooms has been converted into a DIY recording studio. We were able to
make some wood frames and stuff them with mattress foam to create sound-absorbing panels. The treatment seems to have worked
well. This will allow me to begin recording audio and video for the Plenteous Redemption Podcast again very soon. Please pray the
Lord would use these tools for his honor and glory.
Finally, Kristin and I started language lessons this month. Thus far, it is going exceptionally well. I believe Kristin has the gift of
tongues. She learns foreign languages quickly. For me, it takes extra work, but we are excited to recognize words and general context
when making our way around town. Please pray we can learn Luganda quickly and effectively. God bless you all for your faithful
prayer and support. The Lord has used you greatly to meet our needs; we are humbled and grateful. May the Lord richly bless you!
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