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1 Corinthians 12:26 (KJV) And whether one member
suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be
honoured, all the members rejoice with it.
Peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. It is easy to find ourselves rattled by the signs of our times. The confusion,
the hatred, realities that man is an unclean thing. When frustrations overflow, I am soon humbled when reminded what I am. It seems my
shadow has more depth than what lies within a body and mind vexed by this present evil world. I am amazed the glory of God is not defiled
by such unclean vessels as man. How great the contrast; faltering man used by the faithful witness. The Glory and wisdom of God appear in
highest contrast when declared by them who are full of trouble. Thus my desire, to take my broken life and use it to honour our God. The
great expansive universe as a gulf between myself and Christ is unsatisfactory to me. Until seated at the foot of his throne, I will labor to
close the gap, all the while trusting that in the end, he will take me home.
As a member of the body, I am amongst the uncomely and less honourable. The Lord,
in His lovingkindness, is gracious to give us examples we understand. Many members
compose the body of Christ, just as the many members of our flesh compose our
physical bodies. We, too often, take these members for granted, assuming they will
always be there or they will always function as expected. That is until sudden pain and
discomfort bring the smallest of our members to mind. In our rush to get our home in
Uganda well ordered, that we may move from renovations into language learning, I
made a terrible mistake. Living in a house under remodeling, managing the help,
performing certain woodworking tasks myself, and remaining focused on the reason I
am here is demanding. In the midst of this, working at the table saw, my thumb (just a
tiny member) came in contact with the blade. Fortunately, the saw was set in such a
way to assist with safety and cause minimal damage, in so much as a member of the
body coming into contact with a saw blade is minimal.
The event took seconds, yet it seemed as though it happened in slow motion. It was surreal; I was almost in disbelief. With a confused and
earnest tone, I responded, “Oh no.” I immediately put partially detached members back in place and covered the wound. I walked from the
garage into the house and told Kristin to grab the keys, paper towels, and to do so quickly. As we walked out of the house together, from
across the fence, I could see brother Keith Stensaas. We called him over and told him what happened.
I soon became dizzy and began to turn pale. I could feel my body going into shock, but I could do
nothing to stop the process. I tried to get my body under control, but it came on fast and was
overwhelming. By the time I made it next door, I collapsed in the Stensaas driveway. Brother Keith
happened to be close by and helped guide me to the ground. He and Mrs. Sally worked to bring me
back to my senses, then quickly made our way to the local clinic in Masaka. Byansi clinic is
somewhat primitive but did a great job. They immediately took me in, though not without some
aggressive encouragement from brother Keith. They were able to stitch things back together and
praise God it seems all my members will remain intact.
This served to illustrate for me the utter importance of every member of the body of Christ. In the
days since the accident, the most basic tasks have become difficult. Such difficulties are what
happens when one member of the body of Christ is not present or is not functional. Every member is
needed and plays a vital role in the function of the body. I pray we all become intimately close with
the body of Christ that the pain of one member shocks us all. The frustrations of one member
missing should affect the body as a whole. Let us no longer take our members for granted.
I do have better news to report. On top of the labors and responsibilities mentioned above: I have
been teaching the men’s Sunday School class, participating in church evangelism, and have an
upcoming TBI. TBI is the Tri-Annual Bible Institute established by brother Keith several years ago.
It has been a fruitful opportunity for men who cannot leave their areas (travel in Uganda is very
difficult for Ugandans) for long periods and provide a one-week intensive Bible School course. This
TBI starts May 10th, some sixty men will attend. The coursework is Witnessing and Discipleship,
Brother Keith has given me the privilege of teaching several sessions. Please pray we can help and
encourage these men.
Evangelism in Uganda is a great experience. It seems that going out and preaching the gospel will almost inherently produce fruit.
Ugandans tend to be easy to talk with; they lack the standard pride and arrogance commonly found in the West. The Lord helped me lead
two men to Christ this month. Alfred, a Roman Catholic, and Musinguzi (Mus ing uzi), a Seventh Day Adventist. Both men had thoroughly
trained in the confusion of their respective cults. Misled, though I hope not intentionally, sometimes it’s difficult to tell the difference. When
the way of life was expounded unto them more perfectly, both men asked the same question. Actually, three men asked me this question this
month. “What do I do?” - they asked after revealing their hopeless situation to them. Two of them called upon the name of the Lord, the
third man (Ema) said he was not yet prepared. To make matters sweeter, both Alfred and Musinguzi were in church the Sunday following
their conversions. Please pray for them as they become settled members of the body of Christ.
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