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Acts 17:16-17 Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, 
when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry. Therefore disputed he in the synagogue 
with the Jews, and with the devout persons, and in the market daily with them that met 
with him.

In the market daily:
Public ministry played a major role in the start of our home church (The Bible Baptist 
Church of Deland, Florida). As such it’s become a staple form of gospel ministry over 
the years. Furthermore, Kristin and I have gained invaluable experience by taking 
God’s Word to the open air. Through tract distribution, street preaching, sign-holding, 
and one-on-one conversations the gospel have 

reached the hands, hearts, and minds of innumerable multitudes. We have carried this 
goodly tradition into deputation, and the Lord has greatly blessed. Traveling affords us the 
freedom and opportunity to stand up for the Lord publicly across the country. As husband 
and wife, we stand together and proclaim the Lord’s worthy name!

Therefore disputed he:
Paul disputed with the religious zealots of his day; not much has changed in the public 
arena. We are often asked what good public ministry does, as though it were some foreign 
unbiblical concept. I start my answer by bringing to remembrance that it pleased God by 
the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. If preaching the gospel to unbelievers 
pleases God, then it’s tremendously good. Kristin and I have been blessed to lead sinners 
to Christ on street corners for the world to see. I would further say it’s good for the world to see God saving a soul. Furthermore, 
professing Christians are helped through public ministry. Many stop and spend hours with us in the Bible discussing various topics 

right on the street. And not only so, but we have had some come to visit the churches that 
scheduled our meeting in that area. Also, we have distributed thousands of tracts to lost 
souls all over America. And finally, we have held signs that, if but for a moment, caused 
countless lost people to think about Jesus Christ and His sacrifice. Paul was stirred by 
the condition of Athens and lifted up his voice through public preaching to confront the 
situation. On the Day of Pentecost Peter left the upper room and proclaimed Christ in 
the open air. All through our Bible, prophets, apostles, and servants of the Lord publicly 
proclaim His Word to unbelievers. Go thou and do likewise!

When he saw the city:
Paul was stirred when he saw the idolatrous condition of Athens. His response: Acts 
17:22-23 Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars’ hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive 

that in all things ye are too superstitious. For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE 
UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you. Our cities are just as wholly given over today, 
and the proper response has not changed. Jesus is still the answer!

Pray for us brethren:
Kristin and I are making final plans and preparations for our trip to Uganda in January. 
Please continue to pray that we are able to accomplish our goals while in-country. We hope 
to obtain a place to rent. We pray we can find a vehicle to purchase. And we will need to 
locate a person capable of creating a language school for us. Thank you so much for your 
faithful support and your wonderful encouragement. 

Thomas and Kristin Irvin


