Revelation 3:7-8
“And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things
saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David,
he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man
openeth; I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open
door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and
hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.”

July 2019

He that openeth, and no man shutteth:
July was exciting, visiting many churches and fellowshipping
with God’s people. During this time our hearts were greatly
burdened by certain needs. This letter will be longer than
normal. It’s my hope that you all will prayerfully consider its
contents. Full disclosure, I intend for your heart to be burdened
by our experience this month.
The Lord sent an epistle to the city of brotherly love in Asia. Prophetically we understand this to be the period in church
history that initiated modern missions. The Lord began opening doors to the church whereby faithful men surrendered to
His service would spread the gospel. One such notable man was George Whitefield. In 1737 Whitefield landed in the colony
of Georgia; from there he blazed an awakening trail to New England. In 1739 he arrived in America’s city of brotherly love,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
Philadelphia happily received him; at this time, Whitefield was the most famous preacher in the American colonies. His
ability to lift up the sinless Son of God in light of sinful man smote the hearts of Americans! Whitefield enjoyed Philadelphia,
he would return yearly to preach revival meetings. In 1770 George Whitfield passed away. In 1776 at Independence Hall
in downtown Philadelphia the Declaration of Independence was signed. In 1809, seven miles from Independence Hall, the
Third Baptist Church of Philadelphia opened its doors. July 2019 Kristin and I had the opportunity to present our ministry
and spend the 4th of July with Third Baptist Church.
Pastor Christian Pennachietti and Third Baptist Church were far too kind. Kristin and I enjoyed the brotherly love they
displayed and were burdened by the great need in that city. Within its tightly packed row homes is an estimated fifty-thousand
people per city block. As we participated in public ministry on
Broad Street, in just a few hours we had conversations with a
multitude of nationalities (Albanian, Chinese, Arab, Pilipino,
Italians, and even a few Americans). The countless hours that
could be dutifully expended by God’s people in this city are
inestimable. One man with his Bible would be consumed with
one city block in Philadelphia for years.
I know thy works:
Pastor Christian Pennachietti comes from a goodly heritage, his
father, Dominic, is also a pastor in Philadelphia. A Wednesday
night church service was scheduled for Kristin and me to
present our ministry to Bethel Baptist Church. Bethel Baptist
recently sold their building. While searching for a new one they
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have a temporary meeting place. We arrived at an old industrial building that had partially collapsed. All that remained was
the outer wall of the first floor and one office within the walls. There is no heating and no air conditioning. The space is open
to the elements, yet there were a great number of happy people present to worship the Lord. Kristin and I estimate nearly
70 people were present. They sat in the sweltering heat of a concrete jungle and listened to my testimony. The church voted
on the spot to support us as their missionaries. We were blessed by their willingness to endure the heat and joyfully praise
the Lord. Many came early to help set up, and many stayed after to fellowship. We have rarely seen it on this fashion. It was
refreshing to see such faithfulness.
Pastor Dominic Pennachietti has an interesting approach to duplicating his ministry. He trains a man to be pastor, a man to
lead singing, and a man to teach Sunday School. He then sends them out together to start a church. Often times they go no
more than one mile from their home church. Due to the density of the population, they in no way hinder one another. This
has proven to be a profitable means of reproduction and works well for them.
I have set before thee an open door:
The area of Philadelphia where Pastor Dominic lives is a few
blocks from Kensington. Kensington is notorious for its role
in the opioid crisis. While in Philadelphia, we drove through
Kensington and Camden, New Jersey. What we saw was more
surreal than I could possibly express. These areas are known for
potent heroin and fentanyl. Sons and daughters from every area
of America have been found in the tent cities of Kensington
and Camden.
Philadelphia created EMS response teams whose sole duty is to
deal with opiate overdose. They stand by in areas where mobs
of inebriated people stumble about bothered and bewildered.
When they overdose, these response teams use NARCAN to
override the effects of the drugs. Once the drug user is revived,
they seek it yet again. Failed philosophical approaches to rehabilitation along with the enabling nature of local politics creates
endless cycles of complicit programs. “Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of transgressors is hard.”
Kensington is called an open-air dope market. What is needed is open-air preachers. Herds of people flock there to obscure
life’s difficulties by way of chemically-induced bliss - temporary joy and peace, followed by catastrophic reaping of seeds
sown. Someone must inform them of the peace Christ offers. My brethren, lift up your eyes and look upon the fields!
And hast not denied my name:
Personally, my heart was cast down seeing such desolation in
a city once so prominent. The Lord still commendeth His love
toward them that are yet sinners. Through this letter, I bring
this matter before the body of Christ. Whom shall He send
and who will go? Rarely have we seen cities where Satan is so
comfortably seated, a place in which the course of this world
and the lust of the flesh have so ravaged the lives of men. God’s
people should not allow this to go unchallenged, for the gospel
is still the power of God unto salvation!
Consider the lifted countenance of the Lord when His people
present themselves a living sacrifice. Consider the rejoicing in
the midst of the angels in heaven as souls repent and believe
the gospel. Is there a greater cause? I beseech you my brethren,
look steadfastly upon this need. If you cannot or will not avail yourself to such a work, pray the Lord to send laborers into this
needy field. This city cries “unclean, unclean.” Therefore they that have the cleansing truth cannot stand by idle. My hope is
such derelict of duty will rapidly end! We have a Saviour worthy of our service and a city in desperate need of His presence.
“I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it.”
Thomas and Kristin Irvin

