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Dear Friend:

The purpose of this book is to help you become familiar 
with the wonderful ministry the Lord has given to Kristin 
and me. We are excited to introduce you to the great need 
in East Africa that burdens our hearts. Please take the 
time to share this book with God’s praying people and 
pray for us as we labor in this field white unto harvest.

Thomas and Kristin
Ambassadors for Christ   
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THE BIBLE Baptist Church
872 Glenwood Road | DeLand, FL  32720
James W. Knox, Pastor
www.jameswknox.org
David A. Brown, Assistant Pastor

October 2, 2018

Dear Pastor:

This letter is to introduce you to Thomas and Kristin Irvin, and to 
tell you of their desire to serve our Lord Jesus Christ in East Africa.

Thomas came some years ago to study in our Bible school.  He has 
successfully completed the rigorous requirements for graduation.  
He has been faithful to our church, worked in many of our outreach 
ministries, and has done all that we have asked of him in order to 
prepare for deputation and eventual mission work.

Kristin grew up in our church and has always been faithful to her 
family, her Savior, and her pastor.  She has long desired to be a 
missionary, and attended Bible College to earn a degree in foreign 
missions.  At one time or another she has worked in most, if not 
all, of the many ministries of our church and has done so with a 
great attitude.

This couple is being sent by our church with the approval of our 
staff, our deacons, and our congregation.  Should you welcome 
them to your church they will be a blessing to you.

The Irvin’s goal is to spend one to two years working under the 
leadership of veteran missionaries in Uganda, and from there to 
be used among the East African people as the Lord directs. 

If you have questions or a desire to discuss this couple and their 
call please feel free to contact me at 386-736-9274.

Sincerely yours,
James W. Knox
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THE BIBLE Baptist Church
872 Glenwood Road | DeLand, FL  32720
James W. Knox, Pastor
www.jameswknox.org
David A. Brown, Assistant Pastor

October 23, 2018

To Whom It May Concern:

It is my pleasure to commend Thomas and Kristin Irvin to the 
work of the ministry. It has been a real blessing to watch their 
growth in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ—
Thomas, throughout his years in our Bible school, and Kristin, 
since her time in the youth group at our church.

The Lord has placed a burden and desire upon their hearts to 
minister the gospel in the regions of East Africa. Based upon 
their time at THE BIBLE Baptist Church, I whole-heartedly believe 
that both Thomas and Kristin are fully committed to and well-
suited for this task. They have both proven themselves to be 
students of the word, faithful and zealous witnesses for the 
Savior, and singularly devoted to the calling God has placed 
upon their lives.

The Lord has provided a tremendous opportunity for this couple 
to work with and under veteran missionaries in Uganda while 
they study the language and culture and explore some incredible 
open doors for outreach in the region. It is with great excitement 
that we send them forth, praying for the Lord to provide and 
direct and receive the reward of His sufferings, as Thomas and 
Kristin pour out their lives in service to Him.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions.

Lord bless,
Brother David Brown
(386) 507-9331 | dbrown1079@icloud.com
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Phone: +256-792-839-275  
E-mail: keith@kstensaasfamily.com
Website: www.kstensaasfamily.com

December 1, 2018 

Dear Pastor, 

For the past twenty-five years, the Lord has enabled my 
family and I to serve Him in the country of Uganda where 
we have seen the Lord do marvelous things in the area of 
church planting, Bible education, Christian radio ministry, and 
discipleship. Our prayer has long been that we would have 
laborers to join with us in this endeavor. Several times we have 
shared the joy about a couples’ interest in Ugandan missions, 
but very few are willing to surrender their lives and follow the 
leading of God to this needy field. 

Thomas and Kristin Irvin have answered God’s calling on their 
lives to serve the Lord through missions.  I am well acquainted 
with their home church and pastor and am confident that this 
couple will do a great job in Uganda reaching souls for Christ. 
Thomas and his wife plan to work with us upon their arrival, 
enabling them to get a grasp on the language and to acclimate 
them into the culture of Uganda. Their desire is then to work 
with some of our village ministries, assisting them in their 
church planting efforts.  I believe your investment in the Irvin 
family would be money well invested and that you and your 
church would receive the fruits of their labor on your account. 

Any prayer or financial support on their behalf would be greatly 
appreciated. 

Your Servant for Christ sake, 

Keith L. Stensaas 
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Thomas 
Irvin

Born September 24, 1981, in Memphis, TN. I was of few days and full 
of trouble. A stillborn child, I entered this world needing resuscitation. 
I grew up in Memphis, eventually joining the U.S. Air Force, I escaped 
the rebellious and the bad city.

I left for boot camp in 2002, by 2006 I was a civilian defense 
contractor in Saudi Arabia. October 2010 I was confronted with my 
sin and called on the name of the Lord while in that desert land. 
Romans 5:1-6 was instrumental in my salvation, after a tumultuous 
life I desired peace with God,

From there I took flight for Egypt where I had the privilege of 
fellowship with a godly missionary family who taught me to serve 
the Lord. From Egypt, I moved to Florida for the Bible Baptist Church 
of Deland. While in Bible School, I took one last defense contract in 
Afghanistan.

At Camp Leatherneck, I taught the Bible in the chapel weekly. Men 
from Uganda, Africa came regularly, they were wonderfully receptive. 
After returning to Florida, my wife and I would take a trip to East 
Africa. This is the place we would be ambassadors for Christ.
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  Kristin 
    Irvin

I could count on my hands the number of times I’ve missed church 
since coming into this world; yet it wasn’t until 1996, at 5 years 
old, that I trusted in Jesus Christ for the salvation of my soul.

As a young girl, I hardly understood all that the Christian life 
consisted of; yet the adventure began. Years went on and, though 
not perfect, I always desired to live pleasing to my Saviour.

As a young teenager I became intrigued by this concept of world-
wide missions and at 15 I took my very first mission trip to 
experience fulfilling the Great Commission. I was hooked. From 
there it was one country after another; whenever the opportunity 
arose for a mission trip, I wanted in. In 2013 I graduated from 
Piedmont Baptist College with a degree in Missions. 

In 2012, Thomas Irvin showed up at The Bible Baptist Church of 
Deland to attend the Deland School of the Bible. We began to talk, 
then date, then the engagement came, and just 4 short months 
after the engagement Thomas and I were married on September 
1, 2014. As a couple, our goal is to get the gospel out; locally, 
nationally, and worldwide. Our eyes are fixed on the harvest.
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The Deland School Of The BIBLE

My life has been greatly enriched by attending the Bible School 
at the Bible Baptist Church of Deland. This four-year course of 
study would prove to be demanding and highly intensive. The 
high expectations are made all the more real when classes are 
taught by a faithful Pastor and dedicated men of the church. Each 
of them has played a major role in preparing Kristin and me for 
a Christian life of service to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The typical semester would consist of sixteen weeks of classes 
(one semester in the fall and one semester in the spring), 
Monday - Wednesday from 6pm-9pm. Two additional hours 
are required on Sunday and Thursday evening. As a student, we 
must pass 24 courses to graduate. 

During the semester, in addition to classroom attendance, we are 
also required to participate in various Bible Baptist organized 
ministries each week. DSB students must also at some point 
participate in all Bible Baptist ministries during our time in Bible 
School. This of course greatly enhances our Bible teaching by 
giving us a wide range of ministry experience. 
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Below is a list of courses I have personally completed, and the 
ministries that Kristin and I participate in on a regular basis:

 1. Genesis 3
  (Doctrines of the Faith) 
 2.  Church Doctrines and
  Practices
 3.  The Four Gospels            
 4.  The Holy Spirit               
 5.  Sects, Cults and Heresies
 6.  Prophecy I                   
 7.  Prophecy II                  
 8.  The Book of Jeremiah  
 9.  Victorious Christian Living 
 10.  The Book of Matthew 
 11.  The Pastoral Epistles  

 12.  The Book of Acts   
 13. The Book of John
 14. The General Epistles
 15. Old Testament Survey I
 16. Old Testament Survey II
 17. Romans 1-5
 18. Witnessing and Evangelism
 19.  History/Preservation of the  Bible
 20. The Law and Rightly Dividing
 21. How to Study/Teach the Bible
 22. A Sure Foundation
 23. The Book of I Thessalonians
 24. The Book of Colossians

Ministries in which we participate:

Public Evangelism - Street Preaching - Nursing Home - Good 
News Clubs - 1 on 1 Discipleship - Bus Church - Rescue Mission 
House to House - Tamoka Prison - Sunday School - Nursery
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Current Plan of Action

We have been blessed with the opportunity to start our ministry 
under the guidance of veteran missionary Keith Stensaas. Kristin 
and I will establish our “base of operations” in Masaka, Uganda. 
Here we will first learn the language and the culture of the 
Bantu peoples of East Africa. We will assist the Stensaas family 
in daily ministry (Visitation, Bible Institute, Discipleship, etc.) 
as well as build up the public evangelism ministry at Masaka 
Independent Baptist Church. 

Masaka is conveniently located near the Southern border of 
Uganda. From Masaka, we will make our way to the Ssese 
Islands in Northern Lake Victoria to establish churches and 
disciple believers. This series of Islands in Northern Lake 
Victoria is what the Lord used to captivate our hearts. Please 
pray for Ssese and the wonderful people that dwell there. 

Being located in Masaka will also give us easy access to 
Rwanda. Working with another veteran missionary Tony Stark, 
a wonderful door of opportunity has opened up for us there. 
Rwanda is quickly becoming one of the worlds many countries 
closed to Christian missionaries. Yet, that has proven to be but 
a small obstacle for our God. He has prepared for us an open 
door that will allow Kristin and me to work effectively in that 
country as well. Please pray for Rwanda as we make plans and 
preparation to represent our Lord as Ambassadors of Christ to 
the people of Rwanda. 
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www.bimi.org
As we have set out to serve the Lord in East Africa, we have been wonderfully blessed to gain 
the support of some wonderful people along the way. After consulting missionaries on their 
respective fields, our church leadership and through much prayer we have decided to work with 
Baptist International Missions Incorporated as our mission board. 

They have provided for us more accountability and guidance through the hundreds of years 
of collective missionary experience from BIMI leadership and their missionaries. We have 
been honored to meet some courageous servants of the Lord through our time with BIMI. They 
require from us a high level of professionalism and they provide two years of missionary 
training onsite in Harrison, TN before we leave for our field of labor. 

BIMI has a biblical philosophy regarding their interaction with churches and missiononaries. 
They have made very clear to us that we are under the authority of our pastor and church 
leadership. BIMI is not a sending agency, they exist to assist churches that send missionaries, 
they don’t send missionaries. You can read below more information regarding BIMI and their 
approach to missions. 

BIMI’s Purpose:
Understanding the importance of the Great Commission, our purpose is to assist independent 
Baptist churches in the establishment of like churches around the world. BIMI exists to serve the 
local church as it sends missionaries into God’s harvest field. As the church’s delegated servant, 
we provide accountability, training, and assistance to our missionaries as they carry out their 
pre-field, on-field and furlough ministries. It is our desire to glorify God through the pursuit of 
excellence in every area of this worldwide ministry of faith.

BIMI’s Service to Churches and Missionaries:
Baptist International Missions is committed to helping local churches with the logistics 
associated with the Great Commission. The administration, finances, and responsibilities 
involved with the task of worldwide evangelization are remarkable. Few churches possess the 
personnel or capability to provide all the services and know-how needed to adequately assist a 
missionary who has been called to serve in a faraway place. 
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